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PIPPIN – BMYP – REDGRAVE THEATRE – 21 OCTOBER 2011 
Director/Choreographer – Vicki Klein    Musical Director – Kerrie Duce

I have only seen this show once before, again produced by Vicki Klein and I am afraid I couldn’t remember much about it, apart from the fact I got a crick in my neck from looking up at the stage from the front row. Also having read the write up from the critic in the Evening Post I was a little worried as to what I was about to see. I shouldn’t have worried, this was once again BMYP at their best, and one wonders if the critic had seen the same show. It wasn’t as energetic as Billy Elliot, but the standard as always was high, and the cast were full of enthusiasm and energy, it is nice to see smiles on the faces, although one or two of them did look as though it was a fixed grin!
SETTING

This was a spectacularly colourful set, and was very cleverly moved around to create different scenes, the moving done smoothly and quietly by the cast, leaving for once the backstage crew very little to do. Congratulations to Set Designer Dave Thompson and Set Painter Allison Faulkner for their creation

COSTUMES

Jane Black is to be congratulated for her superb costumes, the girls seemed to float across the stage, and the boy’s costumes matched perfectly I especially liked the different pairing of colours with the costumes in the scene on Catherine’s estate. It must have been hard work to costume so many, if there was an award for costumes then Jane deserves it.

LIGHTING

There was good use made of the lighting in the arches, it was very effective. For the most part the actors were well lit, there were however one or two dark patches towards the centre of the stage

MUSIC

Congratulations to Kerrie Duce and her Band, the music was always played at the right level and all the words could always be heard. Kerrie must have worked hard with the cast and it showed in their performance

SOUND

This was excellent as every word could be heard.

CHOREOGRAPHY

As always the choreography was excellent, the cast moving well on the stage to the many different routines. When Vicki and Tina get together you are always in for first class professional work, and as usual the cast worked hard to compliment the ideas that you had come up with.
HAIR AND MAKE-UP

Angela had again created natural make-up and hairstyles that complimented the flowing costumes – well done
PROPS

Sheri, Sheila and Annette worked efficiently supplying props as needed and they were always in place
THE CAST 

LEADING PLAYER (Aaron Holmes)

Aaron has a powerful speaking and singing voice, although with his songs he did tend to shout rather than sing. The magic was well handled and was professionally presented; it looked as though it came naturally to him. Aaron moves well on stage and was at all times relaxed and in character, making his character arrogant, and always in charge. This was an excellent performance

PIPPIN (Euan Shanahan)

This was a strong performance of a confused teenager, with many responsibilities which when it came to being in charge he couldn’t handle and with all the emotions that were required, Euan played this character to the full, always at home on the stage, Euan has a pleasant singing voice which was shown to best effect with the song “Love Song” where we heard the true voice as opposed to the forced voice in other songs, again shouting instead of singing.

THE KING (Jack Taylor) 

Jack played the part with the maturity that it required and has a strong speaking voice, he moves well on stage, and has good timing bringing out the comedy where necessary.

He looked as though he was really enjoying the part, and at all times blending with the others on stage – well done

BERTHE (Georgie King) 

From playing a young girl to Grandmother in the space of seven months, this is quick ageing. Georgie played this part with relish; she never overdid the age part, but gave just the right impression. A good clear speaking and singing voice, it was a treat to hear her song “No time at all” which she put over with enthusiasm – congratulations on an excellent performance
CATHERINE (Jess Carter)

Jess however has gone the other way from playing “Grandma” to a young woman, and she interacted well with Euan bringing the right amount of coyness and assertiveness, when needed to the part, and the bed scene was well done, Jess has a strong singing voice and is at home on the stage, natural movements and always in character this was a mature performance – congratulations

FASTRADA (Louise Farnall)

Louise took great delight in this character and obviously enjoyed playing the part; she brought a strong sense and insight of this character, and played it with maturity. This was a woman who was out to get the best for her son, sorry for herself and she interacted well with all the other characters. Her song “Spread a little sunshine” was well put over and Louise has a lovely speaking and singing voice. Every time she came on stage she sparkled and made you notice her sometimes without a word being said.
LEWIS (Tom Wilde)

Tom had great fun with this character, a mean, devious and camp stepson, who wanted so much to shine above Pippin, by becoming the soldier that Pippin never was going to be. This was a part to be enjoyed and Tom obviously did – well done One little niggle though and this is not to do with Tom’s performance, would  someone who was camp really want to be a soldier and hack people to death?

THEO (Ollie Coombes)

Ollie gave a quiet and understated performance and was relaxed on stage and moved and spoke well, however there is that old maxim “never work with children or animals” and here the child was upstaged at times by “the duck” everybody go Aaah!

MAGICIANS ASSISSTANTS (Hannah Bardle, Emily Cook, Rosemary Coles and Sophie Scroggs)

These four girls were suitably dressed, and looked right and acted right, they all moved well on stage, helping with the magic, from being sawn in half, carrying a book of fire and even fire eating, as well as moving scenery and this was all done with a quiet sexiness – congratulations

LEADER OF THE GOSPEL CHOIR (Helen James)

Helen last seen on stage as a “Dead Mum” has risen (excuse the joke!!!)  to the leader of a gospel choir, and what a powerful voice Helen has she really raised the roof and the spirits with this song – a superb performance 

THE HEAD (Dan Comley)

Dan was last seen as a posh boy in Billy Elliot, so this was a part that required no body to play it!!! – Well done
COURTIER (Emily Cook)
Good clear speaking voice, Emily interacted well with the others on stage and seemed relaxed and at home – well done
PLAYERS
Too many to mention by name, the whole company of Players, moved with ease and as a group always in place, natural and relaxed and most of all full of energy and enthusiasm. The singing and dancing was excellent, and they looked perfect in their costumes, and as expected from a cast produced by Vicki Klein, all working as a team – Congratulations on a superb performance
Once again Vicki Klein and her cast and crew presented a show that was full of energy and enthusiasm, everyone looked as though they were really enjoying themselves and this in turn was picked up by the audience. It was a shame that it was not a full house, but I believe this may have been due to the fact that it was not a well known show.

This was not as breathtaking as Billy Elliot, but was enjoyable nevertheless. Congratulations to Vicki, her backstage crew for all their hard work, but the praise must go most of all to the superb cast on an excellent show

Thank you so much for inviting me and for the warm welcome and kind hospitality from the front of house. I look forward to seeing your next production in April of next year
Tony Winstone

NODA Representative – District 13
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