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SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN – BMYP – THE REDGRAVE THEATRE – 27 APRIL 2012 
Director and Choreographer – Vicki Klein      Musical Director – Kerrie Duce

Another superb show from BMYP, but then that is what we always get. I was a little concerned that here was another show that was taken from a film, the last one I saw was 42nd Street, and although in both cases the show is carried along by the music and dancing, there is a tendency to be a little bitty, transferring from film to stage doesn’t always work as with film you can do much more, on stage you are having to change scenes, of which there are seventeen, in this show and it does tend to slow the storyline. But that is only nitpicking and in no way reflects on BMYP’s show. This was as usual full of energy and enthusiasm, there are so many songs that it is impossible to single out any one, I loved the “Beautiful Girls” which the male singer had just the right period voice, Don and Cosmo’s “Moses supposes” was also well done, the list could go on and on, needless to say the cast did justice to them all.
SETTING

This was very effective, and the stage crew made the many changes smoothly and quietly, however there was one scene change done in full light and at one point a stagehand walked across the back of the stage in full view of the audience. The switch from cinema to stage was effectively done and the rain effect in the title song was well done – Congratulations to the Stage Manager and his crew.
COSTUMES

Once again Jane Black and her team must have worked hard to provide the many excellent colourful and different costumes which were always in period. Congratulations
LIGHTING

Good use was made of the lighting, and the stage and actors were always well lit

MUSIC

Congratulations to Kerrie Duce and her Band who always played at the right levels and added a period feel to the music, you must have worked hard with your talented cast. 
SOUNDS

This was once again excellent and every word could be clearly heard.
CHOREOGRAPHY

Once again Vicki and Tina have excelled themselves with the many routines which the cast put all their energy and enthusiasm into. This was all professionally handled; it looked as though all the tap dancing came naturally to them. Vicki chose to create different routines to those in the film, although I was looking forward to Cosmo’s dancing with the mannequin and running up the wall in the song “Make ‘em laugh” All the many routines made full use of the cast and stage and everyone worked hard making it look as though it was natural. Well done
HAIR AND MAKE-UP

Angela had again worked hard to create the right period look and the hair styles and make up was just right and looked natural. Congratulations

PROPS

Well done to Sheri, Sheila and Annette for providing the many props which were always in period and to hand when required.
THE CAST

CATHY SELDON (Jessica Bell)
Jessica played the role with enthusiasm, and this showed in her dancing and singing. Jessica has a strong voice and was always in character. and it was good to see that in no way did she try to copy Debbie Reynolds, but  created her own character in  her  interpretation. This was an excellent performance
DON LOCKWOOD (Ben Richer)

Having had a much earned rest after his superb performance in “Billy Elliot” Once again Ben burst on to the stage with all the energy and enthusiasm of a seasoned actor and dancer. Ben, Daniel and Jessica worked well together and their timing was excellent, in their singing and dancing. This was another outstanding performance by Ben, and his interpretation of the song “Singin’ in the Rain “ was well done, although I did miss the swinging around the lamp post, the rain effect was good and he must have been soaked at the end of the routine. Congratulations
LINA LAMONT (Jess Carter)

What a voice, it must have been very hard for Jess to keep this up but she never faltered and her annoying voice stayed true all the way through the show. Every time Jess came on stage she stole the scenes, and her song “What’s wrong with me” was excellent, to sing off key is easy if you can’t sing, but to be able to sing badly when you can sing is not easy and to sing with “that voice” as well, this was brilliant. Jess has perfect comedy timing and this was a perfect performance and a good characterisation. She has come a long way from Billy Elliot and has improved with each show – Congratulations

 COSMO BROWN (Daniel Comley)
Daniel’s portrayal of Cosmo was spot on, with perfect comedy timing and dancing, he did not try to copy Donald O Connor in the film, but he made the part his own and played it for all he was worth, good singing voice every word could be clearly heard. A superb performance from another talented actor – Congratulations
ZELDA ZANDERS (Georgie King)

With friends like this who needs enemies, with a clear speaking voice and good movement on stage Georgie once again excelled in the part of Zelda, just the right amount of nastiness, this was a good portrayal of the character, - well done
MISS DINSMORE (Lois Kitchen)

I kain’t think, sorry can’t think of anything worse than trying to teach someone like Lina Lamont to speak properly, Lois has a clear speaking voice and moved well on stage and she looked the part, well done.
R.F. SIMPSON (Euan Shanahan)

Euan gave us a believable characterisation of a harassed studio boss, a natural performer Euan always looks relaxed on stage and has a strong clear speaking voice, each time he appeared he made an impression and reacted well with the other members of the cast. It is always a pleasure to watch this multi talented actor – Congratulations
ROSCOE DEXTER (Thomas Wilde)

Quite a different character from his last appearance as the camp stepson “Lewis” Tom was the frazzled director, good voice and appearance, this was a good portrayal well acted, Tom is a natural actor and reacted well with the rest of the cast – well done
SID PHILLIPS (Sam Little)

Sam  looked at home on the stage, and interacted well with the rest of the cast, always keeping in character, a clear speaking voice this was a natural and relaxed performance
DORA BAILEY (Sophie Brown)

Sophie has a good clear speaking voice and looked the part, and played it as if being a gossip columnist was in her blood – well done
BURLESQUE DANCER (Louise Farnell)

Having last seen Louise in Pippin as Fastrada, I made the comment that every time she came on stage she sparkled and made you notice her without saying a word, this was true with this part, not only can she sing but now she has proved she can dance – Congratulations

YOUNG DON AND YOUNG COSMO

Although these two are not mentioned in the programme, they looked right and danced well, and of course there is the “never act with children or animals” they were only on for a little while but managed to steal the show. Well done

THE COMPANY

As always the company were working hard and obviously enjoying themselves playing the many different parts. Good interaction with each other and the rest of the cast. The dancing and singing was excellent, Vicki and Tina must have worked hard with the cast and they repaid all the hard work with an excellent show. The finale was spectacular and the cast deserved the continued applause. It’s always a pleasure to see BMYP because you know are going to get a professionally produced and acted show. Congratulations to Director Vicki Klein who must have been proud of her cast who worked so hard
Thank you for inviting me, and thank you for the warm welcome and hospitality front of house. As always I thoroughly enjoyed the show, and I look forward to seeing your next production.

Tony Winstone

NODA Representative – District 13
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