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BMYP – A CHORUS LINE – REDGRAVE THEATRE – 24 JANUARY 2014 
Director/Choreographer – Vicki Klein   Musical Director – Kerrie Duce

“One singular sensation” that is what this show was, sensational! With so many talented

actors in the cast it couldn’t go wrong. Professionalism is the key word with BMYP, as well as energy and enthusiasm. The simple set created the right illusion, you felt as if you were actually with the cast, seeing the ups and downs of real people. We were in their world from start to finish. If the cast were exhausted so were the audience carried along on a whirlwind of song and dance to a stunning finale.
 SET

The set was plain and simple, a basic set creating a rehearsal room. Well done
LIGHTING

The stage was well lit as were the cast, there were no dark patches. Well done to James Harrington
SOUND

Usually I criticise the sounds, but this time they were perfect. Every word could be heard whether singing or speaking. Congratulations to James Hartland and his assistants
ORCHESTRA

The Orchestra under the capable baton of Kerrie Duce was excellent, the levels were just right, you could hear every word at all times. Congratulations

.
CHOREOGRAPHY
The many dance and tap routines were superb, the cast were always together, this was faultless choreography, Congratulations to Vicki Klein and Tina Kelly, you must have worked your cast hard to achieve this
COSTUME AND PROPS
The cast looked right in their leotards etc and the finale costumes were spectacular.The props under the careful eye of Sheri Kohn and Shelia Eastwood created the right image. Congratulations
THE CAST

BETHAN HUGHES (Maggie Winslow) - EUAN SHANAHAN (Paul San Marco)

TOM ROYALL (Richie Walters) - JESS CARTER (Sheila) - VITALE BOTTA (Al De Luca) - HELEN JAMES (Diana Morales) - JESS BELL (Cassie Ferguson)

FRANCESCA LOVEGROVE (Valerie Clark) - NEIL COLLINS (Don Kerr)

DOMINIQUE BAKER (Vicki) - GULLIVER WHITBY (Gregory Gardner)

OLLIE DOMAILLE (Frank) - GABBIE WILLIAMS (Tricia) - ROSEMARY COLES (Laura) - DAN COMLEY (Mike Costa) - CHARLOTTE JACKSON (Connie McKenzie)

ISABELLA JACKSON (Bebe Benzeneheimer) - TOM WILDE (Zach)

CHRISTOPHER SELWYN (Mark Anthony) - MIKEY PERRYMAN (Bobby)
SOPHIE SCROGGS (Kristin)  - SOPHIE THORNE (Judy Turner)

I have listed all the cast together as they all worked as one, as a team, and they all portrayed their different roles naturally and brought out the emotion that each person felt. Each actor moved well and you could hear every word whether they were singing or speaking. There was as always so much energy and enthusiasm from each person, and they all looked at home on the stage you could believe that you were watching a real chorus audition, and feeling the highs and lows of each one. However I must mention certain members of the cast who stood out with their performances. Tom Wilde as Zach had the unenviable job of portraying the Director which he did perfectly, and he was well supported by Rosemary Coles as Laura. From his encouragement of the auditionees to his interaction with Cassie, making her work harder than the rest, this was a well thought out performance.  Dan Comley always gives of his best in each role that he plays and here he was excellent in his role of Mike his singing and dancing in the song “I can do that” was first class, Dan had proved himself as Cosmo Brown and the character of Mike only proved that Dan is an all round actor. With  Helen James as Diana Morales  this was a larger than life character and with Helen we have an actress who not only has a strong voice which came across in the song “What I did for love” Helen has good  natural movement on stage, and seems to excel in this type of role, an excellent character actress. Jess Bell as Cassie there was good interaction with Zach and this was a well thought out portrayal of the character of Cassie who was down on her luck, but felt at home in the chorus. Vitalie Botta and Sophie Scroggs as the married couple of Al and Kristen worked well together, and I enjoyed their song “Sing” Sophie’s off key singing was well done, and their was obvious chemistry between the two of them in Al’s protective nature. Euan Shanahan as Paul proved that once again he is a talented actor and can turn his hand to any part, this was a faultless portrayal, and Euan brought out all the emotion of the character, this was a moving performance especially the scene about his childhood, which had the audience enthralled, the silence was such that you could have heard a pin drop. Bethan Hughes (Maggie), Jess Carter (Sheila) an Isabella Jackson (Bebe) were excellent in their song and dance “At the ballet”. Francesca Lovegrove (Valerie) made the most of her number “Dance ten looks three “ a good strong voice and natural movement.

They were all complimented by the rest of the cast and the chorus all of them adding to the whole picture, each one creating their very own character, an exceptionally talented cast, with so much enthusiasm and energy, and working together as a team, there was no one star, because you were all stars in your own right. Congratulations to every one of you.
I must admit that I was a little worried when I heard that there was no interval, but the time flew by and before I realised it we were at the finale. The finale was the highlight of the show, the costumes were superb and the cast still seemed to have so much energy left that it looked as though they could have done the whole show again
.Congratulations to Director Vicki Klein and Musical Director Kerrie Duce for a first class faultless production and to the superb cast. Everyone must have worked very hard to produce such a professional production; the main thing is that as always the cast look as if they are really enjoying themselves. Thank you for inviting me and for as always the warm welcome front of house. I look forward to being invited to your next production.
.

Tony Winstone – NODA Representative
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